
 
HELECHOSA DE LOS MONTES 

PLAZA MAYOR, TOWN HALL AND “ROLLO” FOUNTAIN 
HELECHOSA DE LOS MONTES 

DESCRIPTION 

The Plaza Mayor of Helechosa de los Montes constitutes the main urban, 
administrative, and social space of the town. It contains the town hall building 
together with various traditional heritage elements that make up one of the 
municipality’s most representative urban ensembles. 

The town hall is crowned by a bell, a characteristic element of traditional local civil 
architecture. In front of the building stands a fountain incorporating an ancient 
medieval rollo, currently integrated into the public space of the square. 

The ensemble is completed by traditional houses that preserve sgraffito façades and 
various decorative paintings, contributing to reinforce the unique character of the 
urban setting. In this same space stands the Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de Altagracia, 
the town’s main parish church. 

HISTORY 

The Plaza Mayor has historically constituted the nerve center of Helechosa de los 
Montes, concentrating the municipality’s administrative, religious, and social 
functions. 

The ancient rollo preserved beside the fountain constitutes one of the ensemble’s 
most notable historical elements, linked to the town’s jurisdictional past and to the 
traditional forms of administration and representation of local power during the 
medieval and modern periods. 

The municipal building has maintained its institutional function as the seat of local 
government, forming together with the parish church and the traditional buildings the 
historical and representative core of Helechosa de los Montes. 

HISTORICAL-ARTISTIC DESCRIPTION 

The urban ensemble of the Plaza Mayor follows traditional models of popular 
architecture from the La Siberia region, combining civil and religious buildings with 
ornamental elements integrated into a compact space of great environmental value. 

 



 
The Town Hall presents sober and functional architecture, with the bell and weather 
vane crowning the building standing out visually. 

The fountain located in the square incorporates an ancient medieval rollo, reused and 
integrated as a heritage and ornamental element within the urban space. These types 
of rollos or pillories traditionally constituted symbols of jurisdiction and local 
autonomy. 

The houses surrounding the square preserve sgraffito façades and popular decorative 
paintings that provide aesthetic uniqueness to the ensemble and reinforce the 
heritage value of the traditional urban core. 

RELEVANT FIGURES RELATED TO THE POI 

The ensemble is historically linked to the municipal authorities and to the different 
generations of residents of Helechosa de los Montes who have developed the town’s 
administrative, social, and festive life in this space. 

Likewise, the ancient jurisdictional rollo is connected to the historical institutions of 
local government and administration developed during the medieval and modern 
periods. 

MOVABLE HERITAGE 

Among the heritage elements integrated into the ensemble are the ancient medieval 
rollo incorporated into the square’s fountain, the bell and weather vane located atop 
the town hall building, as well as various decorative elements present on the 
traditional façades of the urban environment. 

INTANGIBLE HERITAGE 

The Plaza Mayor continues to be the principal space for coexistence and collective 
celebration in Helechosa de los Montes, hosting festive events, neighborhood 
gatherings, and various social and institutional activities. 

The ensemble also maintains significant symbolic value as the historical center and 
representative core of the municipality’s urban and heritage identity. 
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Square of Helechosa de los Montes with the Rollo in the foreground and the sgraffito houses in the background. 

 



 

 
Bell and clock presiding over the upper part of the town hall building. 

 



 

 
Medieval rollo in the Plaza of Helechosa de los Montes. 

 
 



 

 
Town hall building. 

 


